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Rum punch was just what 
the doctor ordered at 
Saturday’s Barbados-

themed gala for the Queen-
sway Carleton Hospital’s 
“Care Grows West”  hospi-
tal expansion campaign.

A sold-out crowd of 310 ar-
rived in their bright-coloured 
best to the Casino du Lac-
Leamy Theatre for Caribbean 
cuisine, auction bidding and 
an after-party with popular 
Barbados calypso band The 
Merrymen.

The Queensway Carleton 
is in the final stages of its 
$35-million campaign. At the 
start of the Rhythm & Rum 
Ball, it had just $250,000 
more to raise, thanks to a 
$5-million donation made 
public at the gala. 

The surprise announcement 
was shared by the hospital 
foundation’s executive direc-
tor, Melanie Adams, along -
side the campaign’s volunteer 
chairman, Dan Greenberg, 
president of presenting spon-
sor Ferguslea Properties.

“Dan, it’s $5 million and it 
wasn’t from a Greenberg,” 
joked Adams (the Greenbergs 
are perhaps the most philan-
thropic clan in Ottawa). The 
donor’s identity will be re-
leased soon.

Greenberg’s mother, Or-
der of Canada recipient Shir-
ley Greenberg, served as 
honourary patron. She and 
her late husband, Irving , 
for whom the hospital’s Irv-
ing Greenberg Family Cancer 
Centre is named, developed 
deep ties to the Queensway 
Carleton, as well as to Bar-
bados. She donated to the 
auction one of the weeklong 
stays on the beautiful Carib-
bean island.

The host diplomat, Bar-
bados High Commission-
er Evelyn Greaves,  and his 
wife, Fran , donated a group 
dinner at their residence. 
Also seen were the hospi-
tal’s president and CEO, Tom 
Schonberg; the foundation’s 
new board chairman, lawyer 
Ron Prehogan; MC and auc-
tioneer Stuntman Stu ; and 
honorary co-chairs Chris 
Phillips from the Ottawa 
Senators and his wife, Erin. 
He had a tough time decid-
ing what to wear (guests were 
encouraged to go bold). Chris 
vacillated between a suit and 
Hawaiian shirt. “I felt like 
a girl,” he joked of his three-
time wardrobe change.

Dan Greenberg’s wife, 
Barbara Crook , was kind 
enough to share her rum 
punch recipe in the evening 
program. When in Barbados, 
she always travels with her 
own lime squeezer. How’s 
that for preparedness?		
	
PURSUING A ROBOT

Some 400 partygoers took 
in an evening of fine food, 
fireworks and fierce auction 
bidding at Brookstreet Hotel 
to raise money for a surgical 
instrument that will shorten 
hospital stays and hasten re-
covery times for prostate can-
cer and other procedures in 
Ottawa.

The 9th Annual Lumière 
Charity Gala raised $55,000 
on Wednesday, combined 
with the New Day Golf 
Tournament held earlier at 
Brookstreet’s golf course, The 
Marshes.

The $5-million campaign to 
bring the da Vinci robotic sur-
gical system to The Ottawa 
Hospital is “going very well 
and we hope to be finished by 
the end of the year,” fundrais-
ing committee chairman Ste-
phen Greenberg, president 
of Osgoode Properties, told 
Around Town.

Greenberg was diagnosed 

with prostate cancer three 
years ago but, because the ro-
bot-assisted surgery wasn’t 
available in Ottawa, he trav-
elled to Detroit for the less-in-
vasive procedure.

Also at the gala were the 
golf tournament organiz-
ers, including chairman Dan 
Oakes. The tournament has 
raised close to $1 million for 
cancer over its 22 years. 

Hotel general manager 
and executive V-P Patrice S. 
Basille was present with exec-
utive chef Clifford Lyness  
and event operations manager 
Shari-Lynn Lawson, while 
sales manager Ryan Watson  
ran the live auction.

The Ottawa Hospital Foun-
dation’s new CEO, Tim Kluke, 
attended, as did former mayor 
Jim Durrell. He’s co-chair-
ing the hospital’s big fundrais-
ing breakfast this Wednesday. 
From the doctor set, Around 
Town crossed paths with urol-
ogists James Watterson and 
Matt Roberts.

Sens player and off-ice 
entrepreneur Zenon Konop-
ka was seen promoting his 
business interests for charity. 
“You have to have something 
after hockey,” said Konop-
ka. His products include 
the Vin-Aire wine aerator, 
which he demonstrated for 
Lydia Leeder , wife of Sens 
president Cyril Leeder.

REMEMBERING HEROES
No call to the Fire Marshal’s 

office was necessary Thurs-
day — the Sala San Marco 
Banquet Hall had enough 
capacity for the 500 people 
at the Ottawa Fire Fighters’ 
Community Foundation Me-
morial Dinner Gala.

Mayor Jim Watson 
thanked the city’s firefight -
ers, past and present, for their 
sacrifices in keeping our com-
munity safe and protected. 

The evening, emceed by 
Max Keeping, raised money 
to help finish paying for the 
firefighters’ memorial erect-
ed outside City Hall two years 
ago. A ceremonial cheque of 
$50,000 was presented at the 
dinner to the city (far above 
the amount needed to be paid 
this year as part of a seven-
year loan repayment plan).

Attendees included Fire 

Chief John deHooge and 
Susan Jones from the city’s 
Emergency and Protective 
Services. A handful of city 
councillors came, including 
Mark Taylor, head of the 
Community and Protective 
Services Committee.

Newport Restaurant owner 
Moe Atallah was there, and 
provided lunch at the next-
day memorial service. Also 
seen was Michelle Bégin, 
whose daughter was badly 
burned by boiling water as 
a baby, while in the care of 
a nanny. Bégin went on to 
spearhead the Jasmine safe-
ty-awareness mobile house.

Supporters also included 
lawyer and charity auction-
eer Lawrence Greenspon, 
whose spouse, artist Louise 
Carota, designed the monu-
ment. 

The dinner was chaired 
by the foundation’s treasur-

er, Brian Conway, a retired 
finance manager with Ot-
tawa Fire. The foundation’s 
fundraising is headed by re-
tired deputy fire chief Dave 
Smith.

ONE AMAZING TREK
Henrietta Southam invit-

ed a couple dozen friends over 
to her New Edinburgh home 
Wednesday to wine them, 
dine them and convince them 
to help four Canadian athletes 
on a cross-country expedition 
from our country’s northern 
tip to southern boundary. 

The athletes would trav-
el from Ellesmere Island to 
Lake Erie via skis, kite-skiing, 
snowshoeing, sailing, kayak-
ing, running and biking with 
the goal of inspiring healthy, 
greener living and the protec-
tion of wildlife habitat.

The well-connected Tom 
d’Aquino, a friend of 

Southam’s late father, Ham-
ilton Southam, was at the 
dinner, catered by Dish. So-
cial elite Sean and Jamilah 
Murray were also among 
the attendees, as were Bruce 
Burrows from The Railway 
Association of Canada, and 
Éric Hébert-Daly from the 
Canadian Parks and Wilder-
ness Society.

Henrietta’s brother, Gor-
don Southam, a high school 
teacher at Glebe Collegiate, 
initiated the idea for Canada 
North to South, which is ex-
pected to be a roughly five-
month expedition. Big Rideau 
Lake speedskating mara-
thon founder Marco Smits  
is spearheading the project 
with ultra marathon runner  
Ray Zahab and Arctic ex-
plorers Richard Weber and 
Mike Beedell as advisers.

Carolyn001@sympatico.ca

A bit of Barbados for a big cause
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From left, Kathy Turner, Tom Schonberg, Krystal Wilson and Melanie Adams at the Rhythm & Rum Ball held at the Casino du Lac-Leamy on Saturday in 
support of the Queensway Carleton Hospital Foundation’s Care Grows West hospital expansion campaign.

Avalee Prehogan, left and 
Ron Prehogan at the Rhythm 
& Rum Ball. 

From left, Betty Gittens, Fran Greaves and Barbados High 
Commissioner Evelyn Greaves. Greaves was the host 
diplomat for the Rhythm & Rum Ball.

Sponsor and campaign 
chair Dan Greenberg and his 
mother, Shirley Greenberg. 

Erin Phillips, left, and Chris 
Phillips were among those 
who attended the ball.

Stephen Greenberg, left, 
Dan Oakes and Tim Kluke at 
the Lumière Charity Gala. 

From left, Ottawa Police 
Supt. Mike Flanagan and Jim 
Durrell at Lumière.

Patrice S. Basille, left and 
Shari-Lynn Lawson at the 
9th annual Lumière gala. 

From left, Dr. James 
Watterson and Dr. Matt 
Roberts at Lumière.

Ottawa Sens player Zenon 
Konopka pours a glass of 
wine for Lydia Leeder.

From left, Michelle Begin, Ottawa Fire Chief John deHooge, 
Heather deHooge and Mark Taylor at the Ottawa Fire 
Fighters’ Community Foundation Memorial Dinner Gala. 

From left, Brian Conway, Lynndal Conway and Mayor Jim 
Watson at the Ottawa Fire Fighters’ Community Foundation 
at the Sala San Marco Banquet Hall.

From left, retired firefighter 
Dave Smith and Moe Atallah 
at the gala.

From left, Jamilah Murray with hostess Henrietta Southam 
and her brother, Gordon Southam, at a private dinner held 
Wednesday in New Edinburgh.

Bruce Burrows, Susan d’Aquino and Tom d’Aquino met  
Wednesday to discuss a proposed cross-country 
expedition, Canada North to South. 
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Introducing the all-new 2012 C-Class Sedan.Introducing the all-new 2012 C-Class Sedan.

The all-new C-Class Sedan exudes sophisticated performance with:

■ Available AMG styling
■ New powerful and efficient engines2
■ Award winning 4MATIC™ permanent AWD

■ All new luxurious interior
■ Driver Assistance options include: Blind Spot Assist and Lane Keeping Assist

To learn more visit mercedes-benz.ca/cclass-offers
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